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A Coast-to-Coast Adventure Through All 50 States!




Buddy & Taco's Fifty State History Roadmap Welcome

Welcome, Adventurer!

Hi there! We're Buddy and Taco. We've traveled ALL the way across the United States of
America. We've seen the mountains and the oceans, the deserts and the prairies, the big
cities and the tiny towns.

And now we want to take YOU on the same adventure!

In the pages that follow, you'll travel through all 50 states in the order they became part of
the United States — from Delaware all the way to Hawaii. Along the way, you'll discover fun
facts, learn state nicknames and birds, and uncover some truly surprising history.

How to Use This Roadmap

This booklet has five sections:

1.The USA Map — Find all 50 states and the order they became states

2.The State Facts — Learn interesting facts about each state

3.250 Years of Amazing! — Fun trivia from the past 250 years of American history
4.State Name Word Search — Find 15 state names hidden in the grid

5.The Big USA Crossword — Use clues from the state pages to fill it in!

A Note for Parents and Teachers

This booklet is designed for children ages 5-9 and coordinates with the 250th anniversary of
the United States in 2026. It is a companion to the picture book Buddy and Taco Travel the
USA, which explores ten iconic American destinations through rhyming adventure
storytelling.

Each state entry includes the statehood year, capital city, state nickname, state bird, and a
kid-friendly fun fact written in Buddy and Taco's voice. The activities at the back of the
booklet draw on content from the state pages, making this a self-contained learning tool for
home or classroom use.

Happy adventuring! — Buddy & Taco
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The USA Map: All 50 States in Order!

Each state on the map below has a number. That number tells you the ORDER in which the
state joined the United States. Delaware was #1 and Hawaii was #50!

Can you find your state? Look for its number on the map, then find that state on the
following pages to learn more!
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States 1—10

The 50 States: In Order of Statehood
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#1 Delaware

"The First State"

Statehood: December 7, 1787
Capital: Dover

State Bird: Blue Hen Chicken
Buddy & Taco Say: Delaware was
the very first state to say YES to the
U.S. Constitution—that's why it's
called 'The First State!'

#3 New Jersey

"The Garden State"

Statehood: December 18, 1787
Capital: Trenton

State Bird: Eastern Goldfinch
Buddy & Taco Say: New Jersey has
more diners than any other state in
the country. That's a LOT of pancakes!

#5 Connecticut

"The Constitution State"

Statehood: January 9, 1788
Capital: Hartford

State Bird: American Robin
Buddy & Taco Say: Connecticut is
so small you could fit it inside Alaska
more than 150 times—but it's packed
with history!

#7 Maryland
"The Old Line State"

Statehood: April 28, 1788
Capital: Annapolis

State Bird: Baltimore Oriole
Buddy & Taco Say: Maryland is
home to the U.S. Naval Academy,
where future Navy officers learn to
serve their country!
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#9 New Hampshire

"The Granite State"

Statehood: June 21, 1788

Capital: Concord

State Bird: Purple Finch

Buddy & Taco Say: New Hampshire
was the gth state to ratify the
Constitution—and that vote made the
Constitution official!
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#2 Pennsylvania

"The Keystone State"

Statehood: December 12, 1787
Capital: Harrisburg

State Bird: Ruffed Grouse

Buddy & Taco Say: The Liberty Bell
—one of America's most famous
symbols—hangs in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania!

#4 Georgia

"The Peach State"

Statehood: January 2, 1788
Capital: Atlanta

State Bird: Brown Thrasher

Buddy & Taco Say: Georgia grows
so many peanuts that it supplies about
half of all the peanuts eaten in the
United States!

#6 Massachusetts

"The Bay State"

Statehood: February 6, 1788
Capital: Boston

State Bird: Black-capped Chickadee
Buddy & Taco Say: The first

i!’ <2 Thanksgiving was celebrated near

Plymouth, Massachusetts, in 1621—
over 400 years ago!

#8 South Carolina

"The Palmetto State"”

Statehood: May 23, 1788

Capital: Columbia

State Bird: Carolina Wren

Buddy & Taco Say: South Carolina's
state tree is the Sabal palmetto. Its
image has appeared on the state flag
since 1775!

#10 Virginia
"The Old Dominion"

Statehood: June 25, 1788

Capital: Richmond

State Bird: Northern Cardinal
Buddy & Taco Say: Eight U.S.
presidents were born in Virginia—
more than any other state. It's
nicknamed 'The Mother of Presidents!'
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States 11—20

The 50 States: In Order of Statehood
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#11 New York

"The Empire State"

Statehood: July 26, 1788

Capital: Albany

State Bird: Eastern Bluebird
Buddy & Taco Say: New York City's
Statue of Liberty was a gift from
France in 1886 and has welcomed
millions of visitors ever since!

#13 Rhode Island

"The Ocean State"

Statehood: May 29, 1790

Capital: Providence

State Bird: Rhode Island Red
Buddy & Taco Say: Rhode Island is
the smallest state in the U.S.—the
whole state is smaller than some
cities!

#15 Kentucky
"The Bluegrass State"

Statehood: June 1, 1792

Capital: Frankfort

State Bird: Northern Cardinal
Buddy & Taco Say: Kentucky is
home to Mammoth Cave, the longest
known cave system in the entire
world!

#17 Ohio
"The Buckeye State"

Statehood: March 1, 1803

Capital: Columbus

State Bird: Northern Cardinal
Buddy & Taco Say: Ohio has
produced more U.S. astronauts than
any other state, including Neil
Armstrong, the first person to walk on
the Moon!

#19 Indiana

"The Hoosier State"

Statehood: December 11, 1816
Capital: Indianapolis

State Bird: Northern Cardinal
Buddy & Taco Say: The
Indianapolis 500, one of the most
famous car races in the world, has
been held in Indiana almost every year
since 1911!
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#12 North Carolina

"The Tar Heel State"

Statehood: November 21, 1789
Capital: Raleigh

State Bird: Northern Cardinal
Buddy & Taco Say: The Wright
Brothers made the world's first
successful airplane flight at Kitty
Hawk, North Carolina, in 1903!

#14 Vermont

"The Green Mountain State"

Statehood: March 4, 1791

Capital: Montpelier

State Bird: Hermit Thrush

Buddy & Taco Say: Vermont
produces more maple syrup than any
other state. It takes about 40 gallons of
sap to make just ONE gallon of syrup!

#16 Tennessee
"The Volunteer State"

Statehood: June 1, 1796

Capital: Nashville

State Bird: Mockingbird

Buddy & Taco Say: Tennessee is
known as the birthplace of country
music. Nashville's Grand Ole Opry has
been broadcasting since 1925!

#18 Louisiana

"The Pelican State"

Statehood: April 30, 1812

Capital: Baton Rouge

State Bird: Brown Pelican

Buddy & Taco Say: Louisiana's
Mardi Gras celebration in New Orleans
is one of the biggest parties in the
entire world, with colorful parades and
tons of beads!

#20 Mississippi

"The Magnolia State"

Statehood: December 10, 1817
Capital: Jackson

State Bird: Mockingbird

Buddy & Taco Say: The mighty
Mississippi River is one of the longest
rivers in North America and forms the
state's western border!
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States 21—30

The 50 States: In Order of Statehood
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#21 Illinois

"The Prairie State"

Statehood: December 3, 1818
Capital: Springfield

State Bird: Northern Cardinal
Buddy & Taco Say: Abraham
Lincoln, the 16th U.S. president, lived
and worked in Springfield, Illinois
before becoming president!

#23 Maine

"The Pine Tree State"

Statehood: March 15, 1820
Capital: Augusta

State Bird: Black-capped Chickadee
Buddy & Taco Say: Maine is the
only state in the U.S. with just one
syllable in its name. As the
easternmost state, it is also the first to
see the sunrise!

#25 Arkansas

"The Natural State"”

Statehood: June 15, 1836

Capital: Little Rock

State Bird: Mockingbird

Buddy & Taco Say: Arkansas is the
only state where you can dig for
diamonds and keep what you find at
Crater of Diamonds State Park!

#27 Florida

"The Sunshine State"

Statehood: March 3, 1845

Capital: Tallahassee

State Bird: Mockingbird

Buddy & Taco Say: Florida has
more lightning strikes than any other
U.S. state. It's sometimes called the
'Lightning Capital of North America.'

#29 Jowa

"The Hawkeye State"

Statehood: December 28, 1846
Capital: Des Moines

State Bird: Eastern Goldfinch
Buddy & Taco Say: Iowa grows so
much corn that it could fill more than
2 billion bushels each year. That's a
LOT of popcorn!
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#22 Alabama

"The Yellowhammer State"”

Statehood: December 14, 1819
Capital: Montgomery

State Bird: Yellowhammer

Buddy & Taco Say: The U.S. Space
& Rocket Center in Huntsville,
Alabama, has the world's largest
collection of rockets and space
artifacts!

#24 Missouri

"The Show-Me State"

Statehood: August 10, 1821
Capital: Jefferson City

State Bird: Eastern Bluebird
Buddy & Taco Say: The Gateway
Arch in St. Louis, Missouri is the
tallest man-made monument in the
U.S,, standing 630 feet tall!

#26 Michigan

"The Great Lakes State"

Statehood: January 26, 1837
Capital: Lansing

State Bird: American Robin
Buddy & Taco Say: Michigan
touches four of the five Great Lakes,
more than any other state in the
country.

#28 Texas

"The Lone Star State"

Statehood: December 29, 1845
Capital: Austin

State Bird: Mockingbird

Buddy & Taco Say: Texas is so big
that if you drove straight across it, the
trip would take over 12 hours.

#30 Wisconsin

"The Badger State"

Statehood: May 29, 1848

Capital: Madison

State Bird: American Robin

Buddy & Taco Say: Wisconsin is
America's Dairyland. It produces more
cheese than any other state. Over 600
types of cheese are made there!
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States 31—40

The 50 States: In Order of Statehood
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#31 California

"The Golden State"

Statehood: September 9, 1850
Capital: Sacramento

State Bird: California Quail

Buddy & Taco Say: California's
giant sequoia trees are the largest
living things on Earth by volume. One
tree is nicknamed 'General Sherman'
and is over 2,700 years old!

#33 Oregon

"The Beaver State"

Statehood: February 14, 1859
Capital: Salem

State Bird: Western Meadowlark
Buddy & Taco Say: Crater Lake in
Oregon is the deepest lake in the
United States, reaching nearly 2,000
feet deep. The water is so clear it looks
electric blue!

#35 West Virginia

"The Mountain State"

Statehood: June 20, 1863
Capital: Charleston

State Bird: Northern Cardinal
Buddy & Taco Say: West Virginia
became a state during the Civil War,
when its counties broke away from
Virginia, making it the only state
created by the Civil War!

#37 Nebraska

"The Cornhusker State"

Statehood: March 1, 1867

Capital: Lincoln

State Bird: Western Meadowlark
Buddy & Taco Say: Nebraska is home
to Chimney Rock, a famous landmark
that guided thousands of pioneers
traveling west on the Oregon Trail!

#39 North Dakota

"The Peace Garden State"

Statehood: November 2, 1889
Capital: Bismarck

State Bird: Western Meadowlark
Buddy & Taco Say: North Dakota and
South Dakota became states on the same
day, November 2, 1889. President
Harrison shuffled the papers so nobody
would know which was signed first!
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#32 Minnesota

"The North Star State"

Statehood: May 11, 1858

Capital: St. Paul

State Bird: Common Loon

Buddy & Taco Say: Minnesota has
more than 10,000 lakes! That’s a lot
of water!

#34 Kansas

"The Sunflower State"

Statehood: January 29, 1861
Capital: Topeka

State Bird: Western Meadowlark
Buddy & Taco Say: Kansas is right
in the geographic center of the
continental United States. It's the
heart of America!

#36 Nevada

"The Silver State"

Statehood: October 31, 1864
Capital: Carson City

State Bird: Mountain Bluebird
Buddy & Taco Say: Nevada joined
the Union on Halloween, 1864. It is
the spookiest statehood anniversaries
in history!

#38 Colorado

"The Centennial State"

Statehood: August 1, 1876

Capital: Denver

State Bird: Lark Bunting

Buddy & Taco Say: Colorado became
a state 100 years after the Declaration
of Independence was signed. That's why
it's called 'The Centennial State!'

#40 South Dakota

"The Mount Rushmore State"

Statehood: November 2, 1889
Capital: Pierre

State Bird: Ring-necked Pheasant
Buddy & Taco Say: Mount Rushmore
in South Dakota features the carved
faces of four presidents: Washington,
Jefferson, Roosevelt, and Lincoln. Each
face is about 60 feet tall!
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#41 Montana
"The Treasure State"

Statehood: November 8, 1889
Capital: Helena

State Bird: Western Meadowlark
Buddy & Taco Say: Montana has more
species of mammals than any other state
in the lower 48, including grizzly bears,
wolves, and mountain lions!

#43 Idaho

"The Gem State"

Statehood: July 3, 1890

Capital: Boise

State Bird: Mountain Bluebird

Buddy & Taco Say: Idaho grows about
one-third of all the potatoes in the United
States. If you love french fries, thank
Idaho!

#45 Utah

"The Beehive State"

Statehood: January 4, 1896
Capital: Salt Lake City
State Bird: California Gull
Buddy & Taco Say: The Great Salt Lake
in Utah is so salty that you can float in it
without even trying. It's much saltier than
the ocean!

#47 New Mexico

"The Land of Enchantment"

Statehood: January 6, 1912

Capital: Santa Fe

State Bird: Greater Roadrunner
Buddy & Taco Say: New Mexico's
capital, Santa Fe, was founded in 1610,
making it the oldest state capital in the
entire United States!

#49 Alaska

"The Last Frontier"

Statehood: January 3, 1959

Capital: Juneau

State Bird: Willow Ptarmigan

Buddy & Taco Say: Alaska is the biggest
state by far. It's more than twice the size
of Texas! It also has more coastline than
all other U.S. states combined!

States 41—50

The 50 States: In Order of Statehood

#42 Washington
"The Evergreen State"

Statehood: November 11, 1889
Capital: Olympia

State Bird: Willow Goldfinch

Buddy & Taco Say: Washington State
grows more apples than any other state.
About 70% of all apples eaten in the U.S.
come from Washington!

#44 Wyoming
"The Equality State"

Statehood: July 10, 1890

Capital: Cheyenne

State Bird: Western Meadowlark
Buddy & Taco Say: Wyoming was the
first state to give women the right to vote,
all the way back in 1869, more than 50
years before the rest of the country!

#46 Oklahoma

"The Sooner State"

Statehood: November 16, 1907
Capital: Oklahoma City

State Bird: Scissor-tailed Flycatcher
Buddy & Taco Say: Oklahoma has more
Native American tribal nations than any
other state—39 to be exact!

#48 Arizona

"The Grand Canyon State"

Statehood: February 14, 1912
Capital: Phoenix

State Bird: Cactus Wren

Buddy & Taco Say: Arizona's Grand
Canyon is one of the natural wonders of
the world. It's 277 miles long, up to 18
miles wide, and over a mile deep!

#50 Hawaii

"The Aloha State"

Statehood: August 21, 1959

Capital: Honolulu

State Bird: Nene

Buddy & Taco Say: Hawaii is the only
U.S. state made entirely of islands—137 of
them! It's also the only state that grows
coffee to sell.
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Fun Facts About U.S. Territories

Did you know there are parts of the U.S. that are NOT states?

Washington D.C. and five island territories are all part of the United States but are not counted among the 50
states. Washington D.C. is the capital of the entire country, where the president lives and where Congress makes
the laws. The five territories are islands in the Pacific Ocean and the Caribbean Sea whose residents are connected
to the United States in important ways. People who live in all of these places contribute to the United States every
day. Many serve in the U.S. military, follow U.S. federal laws, and use U.S. currency, but they do not have full
voting representation in Congress the way the 50 states do. Some people think one or more of them should
become a state one day. For now, they are a very special and important part of the American family!

Washington D.C. Puerto Rico

“The Nation’s Capital” “La Isla del Encanto” (The Island of Enchantment)
Established: July 16, 1790 (created by Congress as the Established: Became a U.S. territory on December 10, 1898,
permanent seat of the U.S. government) following the Spanish-American War. Puerto Ricans have been
Official Bird: Wood Thrush U.S. citizens since 1917.

Buddy & Taco Say: Washington D.C. isn't a state. It's a Official Bird: Reinita Mora (Puerto Rican Spindalis)

district created just to be the home of the United States Buddy & Taco Say: Puerto Rico is a beautiful island in the
government! The president lives here in the White House, Caribbean Sea, about 1,000 miles southeast of Florida. It has
Congress meets here at the Capitol, and the National Mall lush rainforests, stunning beaches, and a rich history that blends
is lined with some of the greatest museums and Spanish, African, and Taino cultures. Everyone born in Puerto
monuments in the world! Rico is an American citizen, but the island has its own flag, its

own governor, and its own unique traditions that make it one of
the most colorful places in the entire American family!

“American Paradise”

“Where America’s Day Begins”

Established: Became a U.S. territory on December 10, Established: Purchased from Denmark on March 31, 1917, for
1898, following the Spanish-American War. Guamanians $25 million in gold. Residents became U.S. citizens in 1927.
have been U.S. citizens since 1950. Official Bird: Yellow Breast (Bananaquit)

Official Bird: Ko'ko' (Mariana Fruit Dove) Buddy & Taco Say: The U.S. Virgin Islands are a group of
Buddy & Taco Say: Guam is a small island in the western stunning Caribbean islands that the United States actually
Pacific Ocean. It is so far west that it's actually the first bought from Denmark back in 1917 for $25 million in gold! The
place in U.S. territory to see the sunrise each morning! three main islands are St. Croix, St. Thomas, and St. John. St.
That's how it got its nickname. Guam has been an Thomas is one of the busiest cruise ship destinations in the
important U.S. military base for over 100 years and is home entire Caribbean, and the islands are known for their crystal-
to the indigenous Chamorro people, who have lived on the clear blue water and beautiful beaches.

island for thousands of years.

“The Cradle of Polynesia” “Islands of the Marianas”

Established: The eastern islands of Samoa were formally Established: Became a U.S. commonwealth on November 3,
placed under U.S. control on April 17, 1900. American Samoans 1986. Residents have been U.S. citizens since 1986.

are U.S. nationals but not automatically U.S. citizens. Official Bird: Mariana Fruit Dove (Totot)

Official Bird: Manumea (Tooth-billed Pigeon) Buddy & Taco Say: The Northern Mariana Islands are a
Buddy & Taco Say: American Samoa is a group of islands in chain of 14 islands in the western Pacific Ocean, not far from
the South Pacific Ocean. They are so far from the U.S. mainland Guam. The islands were the site of major battles during World
that it's nearly halfway to Australia! It is the southernmost War II, and today they are known for their clear waters, coral
territory of the United States and the only U.S. territory located reefs, and a mix of Chamorro, Carolinian, and other Pacific
south of the equator. American Samoa is known for its strong Islander cultures that make them one of the most unique places
Polynesian culture, beautiful coral reefs, and for producing in the American family.

more NFL players per capita than anywhere else in the world! ' ‘
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250 Years of Amazing

Celebrating America's 250th Birthday

A LOT has happened in 250 years! Here are some of the most amazing moments in American history:

1776
77 ‘ The Declaration of Independence is signed on July 4th — America's birthday!

1787

1803

1848

1865

1886

1903

1920

1959

1969

2026

The U.S. Constitution is written in Philadelphia, PA — the rulebook for the whole country.

The Louisiana Purchase doubles the size of the U.S. overnight — President Jefferson buys a huge
chunk of land from France.

Gold is discovered in California, kicking off the great Gold Rush! Thousands of people race west to
seek their fortune.

The Civil War ends and slavery is abolished in the United States — one of the most important
moments in American history.

France gives America the Statue of Liberty as a gift of friendship. She stands in New York Harbor
and still welcomes visitors today.

The Wright Brothers make the first powered airplane flight in Kitty Hawk, North Carolina.
Humans can fly!

The 19th Amendment gives women the right to vote in the United States.

Alaska and Hawaii become the 49th and 50th states, completing the United States as we know it
today.

Ohio-born Neil Armstrong becomes the first human to walk on the Moon. He says: 'One small step
for man, one giant leap for mankind.'

The United States of America celebrates its 250th birthday on July 4, 2026! And YOU get to be

part of it!
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State Name Word Search

The names of the first 15 states are hidden in the grid below. Can you find them all? They may be

hidden across, down, or diagonal. Circle each one when you find it!
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Find these 15 states

Rhode Island
Virginia

Vermont

Kentucky

New York

North Carolina

Maryland
Georgia

South Carolina
Connecticut

New Hampshire
Massachusetts
New Jersey

Delaware

Pennsylvania
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State Name Word Search

Answer Key
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Find these 15 states

Rhode Island
Virginia

Vermont

Kentucky

New York

North Carolina

Maryland
Georgia

South Carolina
Connecticut

New Hampshire
Massachusetts
New Jersey

Delaware

Pennsylvania
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The Big USA Crossword

All the answers are hiding in your 50 State Roadmap! Read through the state pages carefully and you'll find
every one. The number in parentheses tells you how many letters the answer has.

10

11

12

ACROSS DOWN

1. The Liberty Bell is here (12 letters)
2.The only state created during the Civil War (12 letters)
5.Home of the Grand Canyon (7 letters)
7.Neil Armstrong was born in this state (4 letters)
8.Has more than 10,000 lakes (9 letters)

10.The 50th and last state to join the Union (6 letters)

3.This state grows more maple syrup than any other (7
letters)
4.Capital of Texas (6 letters)
6. First state to give women the right to vote (7 letters)
9.Home of Mardi Gras (9 letters)
11.The first state to join the Union (8 letters)
12.You can dig for diamonds in this state (8 letters)
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The Big USA Crossword

Answer Key
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3.This state grows more maple syrup than any other (7 1.The Liberty Bell is here (12 letters)
letters) 2.The only state created during the Civil War (12 letters)
4.Capital of Texas (6 letters) 5.Home of the Grand Canyon (7 letters)
6.First state to give women the right to vote (7 letters) 7.Neil Armstrong was born in this state (4 letters)
9.Home of Mardi Gras (9 letters) 8.Has more than 10,000 lakes (9 letters)
11. The first state to join the Union (8 letters) 10.The 50th and last state to join the Union (6 letters)

12.You can dig for diamonds in this state (8 letters)
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Discover More Adventures
With Buddy & Taco as Your Guides!

The charming picture book that
turns learning about America d d t T
into the ultimate road trip u y a Co
adventure.

Travel th- USA
Maddy has a big history report due, and her two R
dogs have a plan. Buddy and Taco are hitting the faean:

road to see America, collecting facts and
souvenirs to help their girl ace her project.

Acting as playful tour guides, the curious duo
explores iconic landmarks and beloved _
traditions, from the Capitol in Washington, D.C.,
to the Golden Gate Bridge in California. Along
the way, they visit New York City, Mount
Rushmore, the Grand Canyon, Mardi Gras in
New Orleans, and more!

Filled with lively rhymes, humor, and heart, this ;
tail-wagging adventure brings American
geography, history, and culture to life—one paw
print at a time.

In this picture book for children ages 5-9, you will find:
« A coast-to-coast adventure: Iconic landmarks, beloved traditions, and memoires worth barking
about
« Learning that doesn't feel like education: History, civics, and geography woven into a delightful
rhyme
+ Read-aloud magic: Lively, rhythmic text kids will beg to hear again

Buddy and Taco Travel the USA is perfect for story time, classroom geography units, patriotic holiday
celebrations, and any child who dreams of seeing America.

Visit BuddyandTaco.com to get your copy!
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	Welcome, Adventurer!
	Hi there! We're Buddy and Taco. We've traveled ALL the way across the United States of America. We've seen the mountains and the oceans, the deserts and the prairies, the big cities and the tiny towns.
	And now we want to take YOU on the same adventure!
	In the pages that follow, you'll travel through all 50 states in the order they became part of the United States — from Delaware all the way to Hawaii. Along the way, you'll discover fun facts, learn state nicknames and birds, and uncover some truly surprising history.

	How to Use This Roadmap
	The USA Map — Find all 50 states and the order they became states
	The State Facts — Learn interesting facts about each state
	250 Years of Amazing! — Fun trivia from the past 250 years of American history
	State Name Word Search — Find 15 state names hidden in the grid
	The Big USA Crossword — Use clues from the state pages to fill it in!
	This booklet has five sections:

	A Note for Parents and Teachers
	This booklet is designed for children ages 5-9 and coordinates with the 250th anniversary of the United States in 2026. It is a companion to the picture book Buddy and Taco Travel the USA, which explores ten iconic American destinations through rhyming adventure storytelling.
	Each state entry includes the statehood year, capital city, state nickname, state bird, and a kid-friendly fun fact written in Buddy and Taco's voice. The activities at the back of the booklet draw on content from the state pages, making this a self-contained learning tool for home or classroom use.
	Happy adventuring! — Buddy & Taco


	The USA Map: All 50 States in Order!
	Each state on the map below has a number. That number tells you the ORDER in which the state joined the United States. Delaware was #1 and Hawaii was #50!
	Can you find your state? Look for its number on the map, then find that state on the following pages to learn more!
	Buddy & Taco's Fifty State History Roadmap
	States 1–10


	The 50 States: In Order of Statehood
	#1 Delaware
	"The First State"

	#3 New Jersey
	"The Garden State"

	#2 Pennsylvania
	"The Keystone State"

	#4 Georgia
	"The Peach State"

	#5 Connecticut
	#6 Massachusetts
	"The Constitution State"
	"The Bay State"

	#7 Maryland
	"The Old Line State"

	#8 South Carolina
	"The Palmetto State"

	#9 New Hampshire
	#10 Virginia
	"The Granite State"
	"The Old Dominion"
	Buddy & Taco's Fifty State History Roadmap
	States 11–20


	The 50 States: In Order of Statehood
	#11 New York
	"The Empire State"

	#13 Rhode Island
	"The Ocean State"

	#15 Kentucky
	"The Bluegrass State"

	#17 Ohio
	"The Buckeye State"

	#19 Indiana
	"The Hoosier State"

	#12 North Carolina
	"The Tar Heel State"

	#14 Vermont
	"The Green Mountain State"
	Capital: Montpelier


	#16 Tennessee
	"The Volunteer State"

	#18 Louisiana
	"The Pelican State"

	#20 Mississippi
	"The Magnolia State"
	Buddy & Taco's Fifty State History Roadmap
	States 21–30


	The 50 States: In Order of Statehood
	#21 Illinois
	"The Prairie State"

	#23 Maine
	"The Pine Tree State"

	#25 Arkansas
	"The Natural State"

	#27 Florida
	"The Sunshine State"

	#29 Iowa
	"The Hawkeye State"

	#22 Alabama
	"The Yellowhammer State"

	#24 Missouri
	"The Show-Me State"

	#26 Michigan
	"The Great Lakes State"

	#28 Texas
	"The Lone Star State"

	#30 Wisconsin
	"The Badger State"
	Buddy & Taco's Fifty State History Roadmap
	States 31–40


	The 50 States: In Order of Statehood
	#31 California
	"The Golden State"

	#33 Oregon
	"The Beaver State"

	#35 West Virginia
	"The Mountain State"

	#37 Nebraska
	"The Cornhusker State"

	#39 North Dakota
	"The Peace Garden State"

	#32 Minnesota
	"The North Star State"

	#34 Kansas
	"The Sunflower State"

	#36 Nevada
	"The Silver State"

	#38 Colorado
	"The Centennial State"

	#40 South Dakota
	"The Mount Rushmore State"
	Buddy & Taco's Fifty State History Roadmap
	States 41–50


	The 50 States: In Order of Statehood
	#41 Montana
	"The Treasure State"

	#43 Idaho
	"The Gem State"

	#45 Utah
	"The Beehive State"

	#47 New Mexico
	"The Land of Enchantment"

	#49 Alaska
	"The Last Frontier"

	#42 Washington
	"The Evergreen State"

	#44 Wyoming
	"The Equality State"

	#46 Oklahoma
	"The Sooner State"

	#48 Arizona
	"The Grand Canyon State"

	#50 Hawaii
	"The Aloha State"
	Fun Facts About U.S. Territories
	Buddy & Taco's Fifty State History Roadmap



	Fun Facts About U.S. Territories
	Did you know there are parts of the U.S. that are NOT states?
	Washington D.C. and five island territories are all part of the United States but are not counted among the 50 states. Washington D.C. is the capital of the entire country, where the president lives and where Congress makes the laws. The five territories are islands in the Pacific Ocean and the Caribbean Sea whose residents are connected to the United States in important ways. People who live in all of these places contribute to the United States every day. Many serve in the U.S. military, follow U.S. federal laws, and use U.S. currency, but they do not have full voting representation in Congress the way the 50 states do. Some people think one or more of them should become a state one day. For now, they are a very special and important part of the American family!

	Washington D.C.
	“The Nation’s Capital”

	Guam
	“Where America’s Day Begins”

	Puerto Rico
	“La Isla del Encanto” (The Island of Enchantment)

	U.S. Virgin Islands
	“American Paradise”

	American Samoa
	Northern Mariana Islands
	“The Cradle of Polynesia”
	“Islands of the Marianas”


	250 Years of Amazing
	Celebrating America's 250th Birthday
	A LOT has happened in 250 years! Here are some of the most amazing moments in American history:

	1776
	The Declaration of Independence is signed on July 4th — America's birthday!

	1787
	The U.S. Constitution is written in Philadelphia, PA — the rulebook for the whole country.

	1803
	The Louisiana Purchase doubles the size of the U.S. overnight — President Jefferson buys a huge chunk of land from France.

	1848
	Gold is discovered in California, kicking off the great Gold Rush! Thousands of people race west to seek their fortune.

	1865
	The Civil War ends and slavery is abolished in the United States — one of the most important moments in American history.

	1886
	France gives America the Statue of Liberty as a gift of friendship. She stands in New York Harbor and still welcomes visitors today.

	1903
	The Wright Brothers make the first powered airplane flight in Kitty Hawk, North Carolina. Humans can fly!

	1920
	The 19th Amendment gives women the right to vote in the United States.

	1959
	Alaska and Hawaii become the 49th and 50th states, completing the United States as we know it today.

	1969
	Ohio-born Neil Armstrong becomes the first human to walk on the Moon. He says: 'One small step for man, one giant leap for mankind.'

	2026
	The United States of America celebrates its 250th birthday on July 4, 2026! And YOU get to be part of it!


	State Name Word Search
	The names of the first 15 states are hidden in the grid below. Can you find them all? They may be hidden across, down, or diagonal. Circle each one when you find it!
	Find these 15 states:

	State Name Word Search
	Answer Key
	Find these 15 states:

	The Big USA Crossword
	All the answers are hiding in your 50 State Roadmap! Read through the state pages carefully and you'll find every one. The number in parentheses tells you how many letters the answer has.
	ACROSS
	This state grows more maple syrup than any other (7 letters)
	Capital of Texas (6 letters)
	First state to give women the right to vote (7 letters)
	Home of Mardi Gras (9 letters)
	The first state to join the Union (8 letters)
	You can dig for diamonds in this state (8 letters)

	DOWN
	The Liberty Bell is here (12 letters)
	The only state created during the Civil War (12 letters)
	Home of the Grand Canyon (7 letters)
	Neil Armstrong was born in this state (4 letters)
	Has more than 10,000 lakes (9 letters)
	The 50th and last state to join the Union (6 letters)


	The Big USA Crossword
	Answer Key
	ACROSS
	This state grows more maple syrup than any other (7 letters)
	Capital of Texas (6 letters)
	First state to give women the right to vote (7 letters)
	Home of Mardi Gras (9 letters)
	The first state to join the Union (8 letters)
	You can dig for diamonds in this state (8 letters)

	DOWN
	The Liberty Bell is here (12 letters)
	The only state created during the Civil War (12 letters)
	Home of the Grand Canyon (7 letters)
	Neil Armstrong was born in this state (4 letters)
	Has more than 10,000 lakes (9 letters)
	The 50th and last state to join the Union (6 letters)


	Discover More Adventures
	With Buddy & Taco as Your Guides!
	The charming picture book that turns learning about America into the ultimate road trip adventure.
	Maddy has a big history report due, and her two dogs have a plan. Buddy and Taco are hitting the road to see America, collecting facts and souvenirs to help their girl ace her project.
	Acting as playful tour guides, the curious duo explores iconic landmarks and beloved traditions, from the Capitol in Washington, D.C., to the Golden Gate Bridge in California. Along the way, they visit New York City, Mount Rushmore, the Grand Canyon, Mardi Gras in New Orleans, and more!
	Filled with lively rhymes, humor, and heart, this tail-wagging adventure brings American geography, history, and culture to life—one paw print at a time.
	In this picture book for children ages 5-9, you will find:
	A coast-to-coast adventure: Iconic landmarks, beloved traditions, and memoires worth barking about
	Learning that doesn't feel like education: History, civics, and geography woven into a delightful rhyme
	Read-aloud magic: Lively, rhythmic text kids will beg to hear again
	Buddy and Taco Travel the USA is perfect for story time, classroom geography units, patriotic holiday celebrations, and any child who dreams of seeing America.

	Visit BuddyandTaco.com to get your copy!



